Reflectionqr Elder Howard Hsu (RED-Mandarin)

Lord, You Are the Good Shepherd

At the end of August this year, God blessed our family with a third grand-
son. Once again, | got to experience the joy of being a grandfather, including
the busyness and every little detail of a baby growing up. His name is Ezra,
meaning “helper.” The biblical Ezra, in his time, made a firm commitment
to study the Scriptures and led God’s people back to the temple to worship
the Lord. This name also reminds us that God is always our helper. Indeed,
we often face the unknown with uncertainty, anxiety, and worry. Raising
children nowadays is no longer an easy task for young parents, as they are
bombarded with conflicting opinions from online sources, shared experienc-
es, cultural differences, and countless baby products. As | was preparing to
welcome Christmas, writing this reflection led me to think about the birth of
our Lord Jesus in a manger. Was the environment clean? Was it warm
enough? Did Mary have enough milk? Who prepared her nourishing post-
partum meals? Yet, our Lord Jesus quietly lay in the manger, and the place
was filled with God’s glory as angels sang praises to Him.

As | reflect on the contrast of these situations, | deeply realize how hum-
ble our Lord was, condescending to be born as a vulnerable child rather
than as a mighty king. He grew slowly into adulthood to complete redemp-
tion for us at the age of thirty-three. During this time, He endured and faced
many hardships: the injustice of the Roman government, the loss of His
earthly father, and the need to work as a carpenter to support His family. He
truly experienced the weakness of human nature, the chaos of political soci-
ety, and the helplessness of reality. Yet, through prayer and reliance on the
all-knowing, all-powerful Creator, He demonstrated obedience and accom-
plished the perfect and glorious salvation on the cross.

As we approach the new year of 2025, what do you plan to ask God for?
How will you entrust your anxieties about the unknown? Are you confident
that God'’s faithfulness is based on His omniscience and the certainty of His
promises? Let us encourage and pray for one another, trusting in God'’s
complete grace and sovereignty, so that we can transcend our desire to con-
trol the future and receive true freedom from Him. God is the Good Shep-
herd. In the New Year, He will lead us to lie down in green pastures, guide
us beside still waters, protect and comfort us, and lead us on paths of right-
eousness.

(Translation by Chet/Mabel Siew)

More reflections: https.//eccseattle.org/en/weekly-reflections/



EDMONDS CAMPUS WORSHIP SERVICE
12/15/2024 AT 11:15 AM

Call to Worship
Worship through Praise
Congregational Prayer & the Lord’s Prayer
Worship through the Word

Minister Steve Moy
“The Legacy of John the Baptist”
Luke 1:76-80

Worship in Response
Doxology & Benediction
Welcome and Announcements

Offering is a part of our worship to God.
Online Offering: https://eccseattle.org/en/give/

SERVANT TEAM TODAY NEXT WEEK
SPEAKER Minister Steve Moy Pastor Solomon Liu
MODERATOR Minister Ryan Summers Sarah Chu
WORSHIP Minister Ryan Summers Youth Worship
Julia Woodbury Julia Woodbury
PA TECH Janet Dong Dave Woodbury
Jack Peng Yuyu Ao
USHER Yuyu Ao Gloria Chiu

DOOR ROTATION Lawrence Tung




Prayers for Our ECC Community

PRAISES AND PRAYERS traveling during this holiday season,
SEATTLE ENGLISH CONGREGATION many of them internationally. May the
e Praise God for the completion of the Al- Lord watch over them and grant them

pha Class at the UW campus and that nine  travel mercies.

CG members completed the course. Itis  pray FOR OUR MISSIONARIES
wonderful to see that some of them have In his role as the Associate National
started to attend Sunday worship at ECC Director of Arts Ministry with InterVar-

and participate in CG fellowship and ac- sity (V) Christian Fellowship, Calvin is
countability groups. Please pray for the

smooth transition of the Alpha Course
from the UW campus to the Bethel House
in 2025.

covering some art schools in addition
to the music schools in New York. Cal-
vin recently shared with us how one of

; his IV student leaders and a few other
* Praise God for the many young people students led classmates/friends on

who have been attending the 1st Step their own campus to know Jesus and
Class. We are grateful that they are con- come to faith in the Lord. We praise

templating getting baptized. We hope our Lord and thank Him for His work.
that the spiritual truths they've learned in

the class will encourage them to eventual-
ly profess Jesus as their Lord and Savior
by getting baptized in the near future.

o Praise God for the meaningful fellowship
between the Classic Fellowship and vari-
ous LW fellowships in the last couple
months. We feel so blessed that we have
multiple generations in our midst and the
leaders are intentional in coordinating
these gatherings. We pray that the Lord
will enable the legacy of faith to be
passed down from generation to genera-
tion through this ministry.

e Praise God that Living Water members
have completed a preliminary study on
interpersonal relationships. May the Lord
use these principles to bless all their rela-
tionships. Please pray for the upcoming
study as they focus on Lamentations and
then the minor prophets Habakkuk and
Zephaniah.

e Please pray for those who have decided
to get baptized this Christmas season.
May the Lord confirm their decision and
use their testimonies to encourage more
people to commit their lives to Christ.
Please pray for those who will be

Pray that the Lord will continue to use
Calvin’s ministry on campus and lead
more students to believe in the Lord.

PRAY FOR THE WORLD

o Please pray for Syria as the rebel coa-
lition strives to form a new govern-
ment. May the Lord comfort those
who have suffered over the past 14
years and help the rebel groups to
continue to work together and not to
spiral into civil war and anarchy. May
the Lord grant wisdom to the six mil-
lion refugees worldwide to discern
whether they should return to their
home country.

¢ Please continue to pray for the hu-
manitarian crisis in Haiti, especially
after the massacre of nearly 200 el-
derly this week. Please pray for God
to protect the Kenyan peacekeepers
and strengthen them with courage
and resolve to stop the gangs and
restore order to the nation. May the
churches and missions agencies be
salt and light to give hope in the midst
of anarchy.



Announcements

Financial Committee Update

¢ Guidelines For Expense Reimbursement

Please submit all expense reimbursement requests within 60 calendar
days after expenses are incurred for accurate accounting. The deadline to
submit expense reimbursements for the 2024 fiscal year is 12/31.

e End-of-Year Offering
Please be mindful that contributions to be counted toward 2024 must be

dated 12/31 or earlier. We kindly encourage you to fulfill your pledge for the
Edmonds Campus purchase by year-end, if possible. Checks sent through the
U.S. Postal Service must have a 2024 postmark for them to count toward the
2024 offering. Online Bill Pay service is also available. Please go to
https://eccseattle.org/en/give/ for instructions.

Christmas Luncheon

12/22 (Sun) | 12:45 PM | Gym
We sincerely invite all brothers and sisters to stay after the
Sunday worship service on 12/22 at 12:45 PM to join the o
Christmas luncheon and celebrate the birth of our Savior together. EMIH-
Please use the link https://tinyurl.com/eccndl or scan the QR code to register by
12:00 PM on December 20th.

2024 Christmas Eve Candlelight Service (Bilingual: Mandarin and English)
12/24 (Tue) | 7:30 PM | ECC Seattle Sanctuary
You are warmly invited to join the Christmas Candlelight Service hosted by the

Seattle Mandarin congregation. The program will include a choir performance,
Scripture readings, and a short gospel message. All are welcome to attend—feel
free to invite your family and friends as we celebrate the joyous news of Jesus
birth, bringing peace and joy to every heart!

CONGRATULATIONS: BAPTISMS TODAY
ECC Seattle

P

English
Amy Wang, Michael Lee \{_\

Rodney Johnston

Mandarin
Yi Lin Liu, Shujie Wang, Ava Yang




2024 — 2025 ECC CALENDAR
(For the yearly calendar, please check www.eccseattle.org)

12/22 (Sun)

Christmas Sunday (ECC)

12/24 (Tue)

Christmas Eve Candlelight Music Service
(Bilingual: Mandarin & English) (ECC-SEA Sanctuary)

1/26/2025 (Sun)

40 Days of Prayer Campaign (EDS-English)

2/14/2025 (Fri)

YSF Retreat (Lakeview Retreat)

Small Group

MEETING TIME

CONTACTS

EmAIL

Breaking Bread

1st SAT, 6-9PM

Milky Chen

milkychen82@gmail.com

Youth Fellowship

Every Sunday
12:30PM

Ryan Summers

rms147 @hotmail.com

EDS-ENGLISH MINISTRIES CONTACTS

*COUNCIL CHAIR

Pastor Jeff Ting jeffting@eccseattle.org
Elder Peter Su petercsu@hotmail.com
*Fangbiao Lin fangbiaolin@gmail.com
Worship Tracy Stanley wtwstanley@gmail.com
Resource John Liang cissynjohn@hotmail.com
Missions Jean Zhou jeanz76@hotmail.com
Local Evangelism Aaron Zhu dingzhizhu@gmail.com
Membership Charles Zhang charleszhangsse@gmail.com

Facility Management Team

Lawrence Tung

lawrenceltung@gmail.com

Facility/Finance

Vanthy Ouk

vanthyouk@gmail.com

Adult Sunday School Hannah Matsen Hannah.matsen@gmail.com
Children Fenghe Lu fenghe_lu@hotmail.com
Youth Ryan Summers ryansummers@eccseattle.org




