A Faithful Response — June 12,
2020

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Our hearts are heavy. The unwarranted killings of Ahmaud Arbery, Breonna Taylor,
and George Floyd has set off a firestorm of emotions and protests in America and
has forced our nation to confront the reality of racism, inequity, and police
brutality. George Floyd's death was particularly hard for us to comprehend as it
clearly displayed how dehumanizing racism, inequity and police brutality are. They
all, were wonderfully and fearfully created in God's image - they embodied God's
Imago Dei. So we grieve their untimely and unjust deaths.

Many have asked, what will ECC say about this? What will we teach? With this
tragedy, our aim is not to make a “statement” or to give trite “solutions.” These are
not helpful for a spiritual sorrow. As pastors, our calling is to shepherd our flock, as
under-shepherds of Christ, our Great Shepherd. We hope to journey with you and
guide you as you do the work of reflection and wrestle through the mountains and
valleys. Our desire is not to “give answers” but to equip you with a framework of
faith by which to process your feelings, converse with one another, and consider
the personal (or collective) actions you may take. We pray each of you will witness
how being a follower of Christ informs and inspires your response.

Here is some guidance for you to consider.
Put Your Trust in God

This is going to sound like a “pat answer,” but nonetheless, this is a profound Truth
for our lives. Trust in God and turn to Him in your anguish and distress. We have
seen a lot of people place their values in social or political ideals. The foundation for
our lives, our thoughts, and our actions must be God! So it is vitally important that
Christians pray! Let God minister to your anger, sadness, and frustration. This does
not mean prayer is inaction. Rather, let prayer be the first step that leads you into



God-given actions. Let our prayer align our will to God’s Will. So, pray! Ask God to
help you think, speak, engage, and act in His love and will.

Ask, what values or ideals am | placing above God in my life? How am | working to
hear from God? Am | praying about this with an open heart? See below for the
church-wide prayer items and pray together with your ECC family.

“They will have no fear of bad news; their hearts are steadfast, trusting in the
Lord.” Psalm 112:7

Listen, Learn, Lament

We do not believe it was an accident that God had provided ECC with the Kindred
Fellowship three years ago. He has taken us on a journey with Damascus
International Fellowship and University Presbyterian Church through what it means
to look beyond our own church walls and be in friendship and communion with our
African American and white brothers and sisters in Christ. We are thankful to listen
and learn from them, as God expands our understanding of the Kingdom of
Heaven. It is with this intimacy that we have been challenged to view these racially
charged tragedies in a renewed way. For this we are thankful.

Ask, to whom can | listen and from whom can | learn? Why do | feel (or do not feel)
grief and lament? What is God softening my heart to understand?

“Rejoice with those who rejoice, mourn with those who mourn.” Romans 12:15
Be Patient, Give Grace

God has gifted ECC with a wide and diverse faith community. We are all in different
places in our spiritual journey and we have a wide range of social awareness and
engagement. We know that not everyone will agree. Additionally, each of us has a
broad social spectrum of friends and acquaintances. How do we engage with
people who may not think the same way we do?

God calls us to be patient and loving to one another, remembering that we are all
one spiritual family and we are parts of one body. Value your relationships as



opportunities to learn, to share, and to foster deeper understanding. We must care
enough about others to step into uncomfortable dialogues with them. Practice
gracious and loving conversations. Give grace to those who think differently. Be
humble enough to hear different perspectives. In this way, God may use us to
change others, or God may work a change in us!

Your burden for action may be in a different social sphere from others. Do what
God has burdened you to do, but do not put those same expectations on brothers
and sisters who are in a different place in their walk. Again, give grace! Remember,
we're all in this together!

Ask, to whom do you need to give grace? How can you have loving conversations
with those who think differently from you? Read Romans 12:9-21 and see God's call
for us to put Love in Action and hear what He is teaching you!

“Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but be willing to associate with
people of low position. Do not be conceited...live at peace with everyone.” Romans
12:16, 18b

Be Peacemakers

As Asian-American Christians, we love the idea of peace. We don't like to rock the
boat or take part in disputes. Often, that means we keep ourselves on the sidelines.
But that “peace” is not a true peace from God.

What is this peace? Colossians 1:20 says it is through Jesus that “all things are
reconciled by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross.” By Christ's blood we
are no longer enemies with God, but have peace with Him. But we also see God
“who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation.”
(2 Corinthians 5:18). The peace we have with God does not stop with us. We have
an obligation to bring that reconciling peace to others. In the Beatitudes (Matthew
5), we are told “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.”
We are called to be peacemakers!

But note, this is calling us to be peacemakers and not peacekeepers. Peacekeeping
implies that things are good and we are to maintain the status quo. However, we


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans+12%3A9-21&version=NIV

see presently things are NOT good for ALL people. There are parts of God's body
that are hurting and crying out. It is in this brokenness that Christians are called to
enter and become peacemakers. Each of us will be stepping into our own different
spaces and spheres of influence.

Ask, how can | exhibit God's peace and share God's hope? What relationships or
situations in your life need you to be a maker of peace? What steps can you take to
become a better peacemaker? What actions are God calling you to do? Is it to
educate yourself? Is it to donate money? Can you volunteer your time and talents?
Ask God to help your word and actions reflect the love, grace, and mercy of Christ
on the cross.

Continue the Conversation

For some, this letter gives you a lot to think about! For others, this letter has been a
long time coming and you have been waiting for ECC to engage in social issues.
Wherever you may be, let us continue this conversation together. This letter may
not address all your concerns or answer all your questions. But let this be the start
of our church journeying through this. Let us spur one another on so that we do
not live with discouragement and despair. Let us remind one another of the hope
we share in Christ Jesus. Let this unity be a witness to those around us - who
hunger for this same unity and (true) peace!

“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given
us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.” 1
Peter 1:3

Please share your thoughts with us! We want to hear from your heart! Let's keep
this conversation going!

Prayer Items

o Pray for the leaders of our nation to have the wisdom to handle the rising
tension in our country.



o Pray for awareness of racism and meaningful change in our hearts and our
society.

« Pray for God's comfort and presence on those who have suffered injustice,
violence, and discrimination.

e Pray for unity and peace among us so that we can be channels of grace to
people in need.

e Pray for God's purpose to be carried out even in the midst of crisis.

o Pray for wisdom to know how to have a Godly response during this time.

Thank you all. We know this is a lot to read through and process. Know that we love
you all and are praying alongside you.

In Christ's Love,
Pastor Solomon and Pastor Bob
On behalf of the ECC Pastoral Staff



